
Through a similar deductive process,
the Chinese came to be known for imitation.
Italians, sartorial experts. Germans, automotive
engineering. French, epicureans. But as the
world has flattened2, modern populations have
expanded their technological expertise.

Finland, known for little more than wood
pulp from its large forests, is now recognized
as the home of mobile phone innovation.

Japan, once the maven of tchotchkes, now
rivals Germany for automotive luxury.

Software talent has blossomed in third-
world nations, such as Vietnam and India.
Vietnam, anxious to outpace its better
financed rivals, China and India, has averaged
7-8 percent economic growth since 2000,

earning impressive profits. India’s software
industry grew from $US 150 million in the
1990s to $US 5 billion in just ten years.3

And China, the major world power that, as the
Mongol Empire, once controlled the largest
land empire in history — including the Middle
East, Mesopotamia, Ancient Egypt, Eastern
Europe, Russia, and, at various times including
Korea, Iran, Turkestan, Armenia, and parts of
Burma, Thailand, and Vietnam — has realized
that “profits and technological leadership often
go to the companies and countries that create
distinct technological systems. Its technologists
talk openly of a ‘second modernization.’ ” 4

Clearly America no longer has sole
ownership of creative inspiration.

Innovation has been identified
with Silicon Valley since its
beginnings in the 1950s.
Combined with the spirit of
individualism and freedom
of thought in America —
popularized by the French
intellectual Alexis de
Toqueville and what
he called Americans’
“inventive power of mind”
—Silicon Valley1 has come to be
recognized as the center of innovation in this country.

*Eighty-eight percent of  all respondents commented that Storm & Company exceeded
their expectations when contrasting the firm to other known search firms.

1 Journalist Don Hoefler of Electronic News coined the name because of the large number of silicon chip innovators and manufacturers in the area.
2 Thomas Friedman, The World is Flat, (NY: Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, 2005).
3 Embassy of India
4 New York Times, “Creativity, Innovation and the Cultural Parade,” G. Pascal Zachery, April 15, 2007.
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“True leadership determines

the trends of the future.

The wealth of our society

comes from those who ignored

past trends and determined to

create new ones through

innovation and dedication.”

Barbarians to Bureaucrats:

Corporate Life Cycle Strategies,

 Lawrence M. Miller

“When people have the self-

confidence to push their ideas

through, that’s imperative for

innovation.”

Nolan Bushnell
Chairman and CEO

uWink, Inc.

Executive Chairman,

NeoEdge Networks

The da Vinci Surgical System®
is a breakthrough innovation that
minimizes invasive surgery.
Photo courtesy of Intuitive
Surgical, Inc., Sunnyvale, CA, ©
2007
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